
 these pastures.   So, we had to start 

feeding hay about a month earlier 

than we usually do start.   Fortu-

nately, we had a great hay crop this 

year (almost 25% higher then nor-

mal),so we will have plenty for the 

duration of the winter. 

Next, we had to vaccinate the cows 

prior to breeding.   We vaccinate for 

leptospirosis about two weeks prior 

to putting the bulls in the herd.  

Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease 

that can cause reproductive failures 

and still born calves.    Per the certi-

fication recommendations by A 

Greener World, all cattle should be 

inspected in a chute at least once 

per year,  This also gives us a 

chance to get the cows in the chute 

for inspection and treat any other 

issues they may have, such as lame-

ness or foot rot issues.   The bulls 

are introduced back into the cow 

herd after two weeks.   As you can 

imagine after being sequestered in 

their own pasture since May, they 

are very excited to rejoin the cow 

herd.  This will allow us to start 

having our fall calves in early Sep-

tember next year. 

Finally, we have to prepare the wa-

terers for the winter.   The waterers 

and tanks that we are not using in 

Preparing for Winter 
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Our Beef is... 

100 % grass-fed.  No grain 

All natural.  No hormones or antibiotics. 

Certified by A Greener world as 100% Grass-fed and 

Animal Welfare Approved. 

the winter need to be drained so 

that they do not freeze and break.  

Waterers that are in use must be 

insulated to protect them.  Since we 

feed cattle out in the pastures dur-

ing the winter, the waterers are in 

places where we do not have elec-

tricity to heat the waterers.  We use 

Ritchie style waterers that are not 

supposed to freeze, but at tempera-

tures below zero, they will freeze 

up.  Once they freeze up it is nearly 

impossible to unfreeze them until it 

warms up.  Then we are forced to 

break the ice on the ponds several 

times a day.  So, we must insulate 

them and monitor them frequently 

to prevent freezing.  

As much as I dread winter, I think 

we are prepared as well as you can.  

Fortunately, the cattle tolerate the 

cold temperatures and snow much 

better than I do. 

 

As much as I don’t want to accept 

it, winter is on our doorstep.  In 

fact, today we received our first 

snow fall.  November has been a 

busy month preparing for it and 

with the recent drought it has made 

it a little more challenging this year.  

With calving season over, the first  

step was to move the cow/calf 

herd to the winter pastures where 

we will feed hay.   This had to hap-

pen a little early this year due to the 

dry fall we have had.    

The pastures where there was 

enough grass/forage did not have 

water sources.  Several of our 

ponds and creeks have completely 

dried up.  The solution was to put 

them in pastures where we had wa-

ter sources (either rural water or 

waterers behind our larger ponds); 

however, grass/forage was not as 

plentiful and of lower quality in 



Our beef is all 2-year old, 100% grass-fed Angus beef, that has never been 
fed grain, always been kept on pasture, never in a feedlot, no growth hor-

mones or antibiotics, and always been given humane care….as certified by A 
Greener World.  We have 2 certifications:  Animal Welfare Approved 

(humane care) & Certified Grass-fed (fed only grass/hay)! 

Primary Business Address Mailing Address 

3105 Wild Horse Road  3380 Wild Horse Road 

Lawrence, KS 66044  Lawrence, KS 66044 

We’re on the web at www.mandjranch.com 

 And on Facebook and Instagram @MJRanchLLC 

BULK BEEF  

Whole, half, or quarter beef 

• We are currently sold out of our fall beef for 2025.   

• If you were on the waiting list and were not con-

tacted, we will keep you on the waiting list for 

2026.  We will not take orders for 2026 until Janu-

ary. 

• Please contact us with any questions. 

RETAIL BEEF  

Cuts directly from MJ Ranch 

• We are also completely sold out of our retail beef 

here at the ranch due to the high demand.  We will 

be restocking our freezers in the spring. 

• Joyce is introducing some tallow products.  Con-

tact her for more information. 

 

 

Beef  Updates: 

Phone: 785-766-6043 (Mark) 

Phone: :  785-865-2503 (Mel and Joyce) 

Email: markwilliams6043@gmail.com  

Email:  mjranch66044@gmail.com  
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Connect with us! 

What’s New on the Ranch 
We continue to get great feedback on the quality of 

the beef from the calves this fall.  We are always ap-

preciative of all feedback (good and bad) from our 

customers.  We are so thankful to all of our loyal cus-

tomers, many of which have been with us for 10+ 

years. 

We have many people all ready wanting to reserve 

beef for 2026.  We do not take orders until January.   

As always, we will allow our existing customers to 

order first and then open it up to new customers in 

February (pending availability). 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! 

 


